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KEITH WILSON CHILDREN’S CENTER 

2012 marked a major milestone for the Mason County District 

Library with the dedica�on of the Keith Wilson Children’s Center 

at the Ludington Library in May.  A�er 4 years of planning and 

fund raising – with dona�ons from over 2500 people, businesses 

and organiza�ons, the beau�ful new children’s library was 

opened.  Not only was 5300 square feet added to the Ludington 

Library but the en�re library was remodeled and updated—both inside and out.   

New facili�es such as the Craig R. Rasmussen Outdoor Ac�vity Area and the  

West Shore Bank Room enable the library to offer new services while enhancing the 

library’s role in providing tradi�onal library services.    The Keith Wilson Children’s 

Center was named in honor of the father of Ludington businessman, benefactor and 

library supporter John Wilson. 
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Support for the Children’s Library was provided by:  

The John & Anita Wilson Family,  The estate of Ar-

thur & Paula Janousek, Jack & Shirley Rasmussen in 

memory of their son Craig R. Rasmussen, The Paine 

Family Founda�on, West Shore Bank, Ludington Bev-

erage Co. and the Reed Family, Consumers Energy 

Founda�on, Dave & Chrissie Hall,  The Community 

Founda�on for Mason County, House of Flavors,  

Hans-Jurgen & Carolyn Schnepel, Northwestern 

Bank,  The Estate of Hazel Northman, WMOM-FM 

Radio, and from over 2500 individuals, businesses 

and organiza�ons. 
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2012  

OVER 300,000 ITEMS LOANED 

OVER 200,000 VISITORS 

1100 PROGRAMS & EVENTS 

 50 PRE-SCHOOLERS VISIT  

STORYTIME EACH WEEK 

600 YOUNG READERS ENROLLED IN THE 

SUMMER READING PROGRAM 

300 ATTEND WEEKLY SPECIAL  

SUMMER EVENTS  

 75,000 COMPUTER SESSIONS 

2000 REGISTERED FOR  

MCDLIBRARY.ORG ONLINE RESOURCES 

OVER 1100 ITEMS DELIVERED TO 

SHUTINS 

OVER 1000 CHILDREN ENTERED THE   

ANNUAL CALENDAR &   

BOOKMARK CONTESTS 



 

2012 IS THE BUSIEST YEAR EVER FOR THE LIBRARIES  

IN LUDINGTON AND SCOTTVILLE 

The libraries in Ludington and Scottville welcomed over 200,000 visitors in 2012 who 

borrowed over 250,000 items.    Through the library’s online services and resources 

another 50,000 ebooks, and audiobooks and magazines were borrowed  bringing the 

total to over 300,000 items.   In addition, hundreds more took online classes, studied a 

foreign language, did genealogy research, downloaded legal forms, researched small 

business questions, listened to music or visited the many  special children’s online  

resources.  Through the library’s participation in MelCat, (Michigan Electronic Library) 

area residents were able to borrow over 8000 books and DVDs from over 300 Michi-

gan libraries. 

The libraries offered several weekly story-times for children, with a craft to accompany 

most stories.   The story and craft program was very popular during 2012 with more 

than 2500 children attending.   The Summer Reading Program encouraged nearly 600 

area children to read for 7000 hours during the summer, while the summer programs 

attracted over 200 children a week.   

Library instruction and tours were given to more than 1,200 children during the year.  

The library offers after school programs Monday-Thursday, and sponsored a popular 

children’s bookmark contest and a calendar contest—each resulting in hundreds of 

entries.   

The weekly after school programs attracted almost 2000 youngsters to the library in 

2012.  At many children’s events the library gives a book to each child attending.  

Over the past ten years, the library has given more than 24,000 books to area children 

as reading incentives, birthday gifts, and at special events.   

The library’s Wheeler program delivered more than 1,100 items to shut-ins with the 

help of volunteers.  While the Library’s Friends organization conducted another very 

successful book sale 

MCDL took its show on the road, participating in community events such as Family 

AfFair, the Scottville Farmer’s Market, and offered story times at schools and various  

events around the county.   The library is a major supporter of Downtown Ludington’s 

events including Friday Night Live, Aglow on the Avenue Holiday Parade, and the New 

Years Eve Ball Drop. 

The libraries registered over 75,000 sessions on the their public access computers 

and served thousands more through the library’s wifi.   With the library’s  ’One-on-One’ 

digital help hundreds received individual technical help using their ereader, tablet, or 

smartphone. 

 

 

The library receives funds from 4 pri-

mary sources.  Local tax millage repre-

sents 82% of the library’s revenue.  

Local penal fines equal 10%.  Other 

local income including donations, 

grants and fines are 7%, and the state 

provides 1% of total revenue. 

 

The library spent 62% of its total 

budget on personnel costs during 

2012.  17% was allocated to opera-

tions which includes building 

maintenance, utilities, and insur-

ance.  21% was budgeted for 

books, and other library materials, 

and for programs and events. 

REVENUE EXPENDITURES 

In total—the libraries in Ludington & Scottville offered  more 

than 1,000  programs and events during 2012 with  

over  25,000 people participating in these events. 

RESOURCES 

The libraries in Ludington and Scottville offer over 80,000 items including 

books, ebooks, magazines, audio and video items in various formats and other 

materials for all ages.  The library subscribes to regional and national newspa-

pers, and over 120 periodicals in both paper and online editions.  The libraries 

are open 7 days a week during the school year and 6 days a week during the 

summer months. 

The libraries have a large collection of children’s materials, from picture books 

and beginning reading books to popular series for older children and young 

adults and a large selection of children’s videos.  For adults the library has best-

sellers, mysteries, romances, and award winning fiction in both regular and 

large print editions.  There are books and videos on thousands of subjects, 

movies on DVD, popular books-on-CD and Playaways, ebooks, and down-

loadable music, videos, audiobooks, magazines and more. 

Over 700 people a day visit the Ludington or Scottville Libraries or use one of 

the libraries online services.   


